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Hebrews 5:11–6:20 ~ The Danger of Falling Away
For the Week of November 8th, 2009
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The AH interrupts the main discussion of Christ’s superiority over the Aaronic priesthood with the 3rd of 5 warning passages in the book.  This warning is bracketed by the phrases “become dull of hearing” (5:11) and “be sluggish” (6:12).  The AH was greatly concerned for those who are “falling away” from Christ, knowing the great danger of apostasy.
1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. In 5:11-14, the AH confronts the spiritual immaturity of some within the believing community of Jews.

a. What does the AH point to as the cause/causes of their spiritual dullness?

b. What is the different between “milk” and “solid food” in this context?

c. According to verse 14, how does a Christian mature in the faith?  What would this practically look like?  What are other verses to support this?

3. In 6:1-8, the AH gives the 3rd of 5 warnings in the book.  This passage has stood out amongst the others because of the severity of the consequences involved in “falling away.”

a. According to 6:1-2, what is the “elementary teaching” that the AH is calling them to leave behind?  Why are these “elementary?”

b. What does 6:3 tell you about God’s sovereignty over salvation and sanctification?  Does this lead to a fatalistic view of our Christian faith?  Why or why not?

c. In 6:4-6, the AH moves to describe the marks of apostasy.  The first four are grouped together, and then the 5th is given as the critical mark.  How would you define and summarize the first four marks of apostasy?  How would you define and summarize the last mark of apostasy?
d. Write out a definition for an “apostate.”  What has this person been exposed to and what eventually do they end up doing?  Who would be an example of this in Scripture?

e. At the end of verse 6, the AH gives the sobering and dreadful consequence of apostasy. What is this consequence and what does this mean?

f. Based on vv. 6b-8, what is the reason why it’s “impossible” for an apostate to repent?  (cf. Heb. 10:26; 12:15-17).

g. What can you learn about your relationship with God from this warning?  How can you apply this warning to your faith in God? (cf. Luke 8:13, 15)
4. In 6:9-12, the AH encourages them to persevere in the faith and gives them hope.  What evidences did they show of God’s work of salvation in their hearts, despite the pressures of persecution?
5. Finally, in 6:13-20, the AH closes this section by pointing them to the faithful, rock-solid promises of God and His unchanging character.

a. From vv. 13-18, what is the AH’s argument in support of God’s unchanging promises of hope?

b. Based on vv. 19-20, what is the believer’s hope “anchored in” and why is this so sure and steadfast for us?

6. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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