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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. In 2:1-4, James begins his discussion of the sin of partiality by giving and illustration from his audience’s church life.
a. Describe what is happening in the churches James writes to as penned in vv. 1-4a. 
b. What is James’s judgment of this impartial treatment in v. 4b? What is the fundamental problem to this behavior?
c. In what ways does this happen in churches today?
3. In 2:5-7, James delivers his corrective instruction to cure the improper treatment of the brothers.
a. What is James saying with his question in v. 5?

b. Who is being spoken of in vv. 6b-7? What were they doing to those James writes to? How serious are their offenses?

4. In 2:8-13, James continues his commentary on partiality and expands the discussion to include broader truths of sin and judgment.
a. What does James say characterizes “doing well” (v. 8)? What does James say his audience is doing if they show partiality (v. 9)?

b. Based on v. 10, how guilty is the one who commits just one sin? What is the reason for this conclusion given in v. 11? 

c. In v. 12, James exhorts his readers to speak and act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. Then in v. 13 he states a reason to follow this exhortation. What is the reason? What does it mean?

5. In 2:14-17, James writes of true saving faith in contrast to dead “faith” that does not save. What illustration does he use in vv. 15-16 to make his point? Based on the reasoning presented in the illustration, what is James’s conclusion in v. 17? 

6. James 2:18-26 continues the discussion of living faith contrasted to dead faith. This section of Scripture has caused tension in many because the similarities between the language here and that used by Paul. Read the passage slowly and thoroughly and answer the following questions. 
a. The speaker introduced in v. 18 is merely described as “someone.” What does this someone say? Who is this someone talking to?

b. What kind of belief is written about in vv. 19 (“you believe…demons also believe…”)? What does v. 20 have to say about this?

c. In v. 21, what event from the life of Abraham does James use as part of his argument (see Genesis 22:1-18)? Is this the same event that Paul writes of in Romans 4:3 (see Genesis 15:1-6)?

d. Based on the previous question and its answer, what is James saying in v. 24?

e. What is James’s final statement on this issue in v. 26?

7. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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