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James 3 ~ The Test of Our Speech
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. What is the reason James gives for writing, “Let not many of you become teachers?” (v. 1)
a. To which judgment(s) is James referring? (v. 1)
b. What does James mean when he says that one who does not stumble in what he says is a perfect” man? (v. 2)
3. Vv. 3-5 – What are the three analogies James uses to describe the tongue? What is the main point of these analogies?
a. What influence does the “tongue” have over the body? 
b. What is the source of the tongue’s influence?
c. How many of the animals of the earth does James say can be saved? 

4. In stark contrast, what does James say man cannot tame? What further description of the tongue does James give in the last half of v. 8? With this in mind, do you think there is any hope for the Christian?
5. What problem does James address in vv. 9-12? What is James’s judgment on this issue (v. 10)?
6. What point is James making with the three illustrations in vv. 11-12?
7. How is one to demonstrate his/her wisdom? What are the root sins addressed in v. 14? In what ways can these sins show themselves in our lives?
8. James describes human “wisdom” with three terms. What are they and what do they mean?
a. What are the results of jealousy and selfish ambition? (v.16) In what ways do these (the results show themselves in our lives?
b. Vv. 17-18 With what terms does James describe God’s wisdom and what do they mean? (v. 17) What is the key to having the fruit of righteousness?

9. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22).  As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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