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James 5 ~ Trust in the Lord
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1. How did the Sunday sermon teach you/challenge you/convict you? (James 1:22)
2. Who does James address in vv. 1-6? Do you think they are Christians or non-Christians? What does James say has happened to their riches in vv. 2-3? 
a. What issue does James take up with these people in v. 4 (also see Lev. 19:13 and Deut. 24:14-15)? Is he condemning them because they have wealth or for some other reason?
b. What does James indicate these people were doing in vv. 5-6? What do you think is at the root of this kind of behavior? In what ways might these things show themselves in our culture?
3. Who does James address in v. 7? Do you think they are Christians or non-Christians? What does James exhort these people to do? 
4. What reason does James give in v. 8 for his exhortations? In what ways does this truth encourage our hearts today?
5. What is the exhortation James gives in v. 9? What reasons does he give for this exhortation? 
6. In vv. 10-11, James looks to the prophets as examples for believers. In what ways were they examples for future believers? How did Job demonstrate endurance? What was the outcome of this? 
7. What are the commands given in v. 12? Why is this so important? 
8. In vv. 13-15, James addresses the suffering, the cheerful and the sick, giving more attention to the sick. What does he say the sick need to do? What are the elders supposed to do? Do you think the oil is literal or figurative? What does James say are the results of prayer?
a. James indicates in this section that sin can be a direct cause of sickness (though the fall, sin and the subsequent decay of humanity are in a sense responsible for all sin). What then, should the sick person do (v. 16)?
b. What is the point James is making about prayer through his illustration in vv. 17-18? Is this how you view prayer?
9. In vv. 19-20, James writes about turning a person who is straying back to the truth. Is the straying one a Christian or a non-Christian? What does it mean that he will “save his soul from death?” Are their people you see straying you need to reach out to?
10. God has called us to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22). As you have studied this chapter, what application(s) has God laid on your heart?
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